Britain in World War One
Western front
1. British Expeditionary Force (BEF)
· Planned to meet with French to halt German army.
· Fought many battles such as Battle of the Marne to stop German advance towards Paris.
· But by December 1914 half of original BEF had been killed.
· Germans tried to reach ports.
· After six weeks fighting the ports were safe from them but they had reached a stalemate as it turned to trench warfare.
2. Trench Warfare
· Dug trenches to escape machine gunfire.
· Continuous line made it impossible to outflank enemy.
· Would only win through direct confrontation attrition.
· Horrible conditions – trench foot, cold, wet, smell of rotting corpses over no man’s land etc.
3. Battle of the Somme (1916)
· General Haig – Wanted to weaken German front line through attrition so they could advance.
· Relieve pressure on French at Verdun.
· Started with 5-day bombardment but Germans had deep trenches relatively safe.
· Tangled barbed wire, making it harder.
· Soldiers instructed to walk, not run across no man’s land due to 30kg of equipment.
· Mowed down by German machine guns.
· 20,000 killed on first day, another 40,000 injured.
· Only 14km of land gained – 600,000 dead (on side of allies).
· Half a million Germans killed – could not afford to lose so many.
· Naive – put regiment of cavalry on standby.
· French head of army Foch was against as was General Rawlinson but they were ignored.
New Technology
1. Machine Guns
· Quarter of a million manufactured for army.
· Devastating
· 600 rounds per minute .
· If they came out of trenches they could be mowed down within a few metres of advancing.
2. Gas
· Had previously agreed not to use it but did anyway.
· Mustard gas damaged flesh, chlorine damaged lungs.
· Very feared.
· Unpredictable – could blow back on attacker depending on wind.
· In 1917 gas masks introduced so not very effective.
3. Tanks
· Used (prematurely) at Battle of the Somme.
· Unreliable, many broke down.
· Those which were successful were captured/destroyed.
· Used successfully at Battle of Cambrai in 1917.
4. Aeroplanes
· At first just used for reconnaissance.
· Their use was discovered and enemies fought for “control of the skies”.
· Soon developed to have machine guns mounted on them.
· Propagandists took advantage, had “air aces”.
· Developed so they could carry bombs too but this was not used much due to problems with refuelling.
· Germans also developed zeppelins.
· But they were huge and easy targets.
· Killed 188 people in GB, but not hugely successful.
War at Sea
Aims of the British Navy:
1. As island who imported a lot they were susceptible to blockade so they...
2. Tried to protect the trade paths.
3. Blockaded Germany.
4. Kept the overseas colonies supplied.
Jutland (1916)
· No clear victor.
· British lost more ships and men.
· But it was the Germans who turned around and fled.
Submarine warfare
· Germany announced a policy of unrestricted submarine warfare.
· Blew up lots of ships to stop them getting to GB.
· At one point GB only had 6 weeks supply of grain left.
· Blew up passenger liner Lusitania which had Americans on it and got America angry.
· Annoyed at Germany’s policy of USW which ultimately led to them joining the war.
· GB countered it by developing a convoy system to protect ships.
· Also had Q ships disguised as merchant ships to trick Germans into attacking.
· Nets and mines used to capture and destroy U-boats.
German Blockade
· Was successfully blockaded.
· Led to severe food shortages in 1918.
· Sped up the German surrender.
Colonial Troops
· 400,000 Canadians fought  60,000 killed.
· 300,000 Australians  175,000 killed.
· A million Indians  only 138,000 on Western Front mainly due to racism.
· 100,000 New Zealanders  half of them killed.
End of the War
· Americans entered war April 1917.
· Germans wanted a quick victory before the USA had properly assembled its army.
· March 1918 they had defeated Russia, so were able to move a million of their men to the western front.
· Attacked GB and French but USA swooped in and saved the day.
· Germany lost lots of Battles, e.g. at Amiens, Ypres and Flanders.
· October 4th, went into full retreat.
· November 11th – an armistice was signed.
· First World War – OVER. 


The Home Front
· They were very patriotic to start with.
· Very enthusiastic.
· Didn’t really get modern warfare.
· Expected it to be short and glorious.
· “Over by Christmas.”
Recruitment
· Was very successful.
· Campaign led by war minister, Lord Kitchener.
· 175,000 volunteered in first month.
· 125,000 per month after that on average.
· Had those “WE WANT YOU!” posters everywhere.
· Had speeches and demonstrations trying to encourage young men to sign up then and there.
· Some women gave white feathers to young men not in uniform to brand them as cowards.
· People wanted to travel, escape unemployment, do their bit – everyone got a bit carried away.
· By January 1916 they were getting less volunteers.
· Horrors of war becoming more well known or not as many eligible volunteers?
· Forced single men 18 – 41 to join army.
· Later that year, unmarried men also included.
· Conscientious objectors – seen as cowards.



Censorship and Propaganda
· DORA introduced new rules allowing the government to taking over land or factories to help with the war effort.
· Introduced restrictions such as talking about military actions in public and the opening and closing times of pubs.
· Censored the newspapers so as not to lower morale.
· Printed things about glory and heroism but the number of deaths featured in it showed a different side.
· Vilified the Germans, printing untrue or very exaggerated accounts of German atrocities in Belgium and presenting them as evil so people would want to fight them.
Rationing
· 1917 – effect of Germans and submarine warfare being felt.
· Introduced voluntary rationing on items like bread, meat and sugar.
· But shortages continued.
· Took over land, grew food everywhere  Women’s Land Army helped.
· In 1918 introduced rationing for some food.
· Was successful.
Women before the war didn’t have many opportunities except to stay at home, be a housewife etc. Some middle class women got jobs as secretaries, typing etc. but stayed the same for working classes.
During the War
· Women’s Land Army
· Factories e.g. munitions.
· Women’s Royal Air Force.
· Women’s Royal Naval Service.
· Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps.
· Mostly admin.
· Nurses
· Good wages.
· Many able to earn money and independence for the first time in their lives.
· Seen by men as being more capable.
· Suffrage increased.
· Confidence grew – some even wore trousers!!!!
After the War
· 1918 – Women allowed to vote if over 30 (not same as men until 1928)
· 1919 – women allowed into civil service, the judiciary and to become lawyers.
· Forced out of their jobs when men returned.
· Economic depression made it even harder for women.

